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is the head has concluded a definitive peace with us, it
is in our interest, and in that of our international
position, to recognise only the present Government in
France, so long as no other Government has been
evolved out of it in a legal way which would secure for
the future the execution of the Treaty of Peace, and
the maintenance of the present relations between the
two countries. The present Government is bound by
its past, and by its entire position, to fulfil its obliga-
tions towards us, and it therefore finds a support in
Germany. Any other Government which may seize power
in an irregular way may possibly seek its salvation by
sacrificing to popularity the treaties concluded with us,
and in that manner force us to renew the war. We
have, therefore, not only an interest in the maintenance of
the present Government, but also the right to withhold
our recognition from any violent change in the form of
government, however brought about, and to make our
decision dependent upon the guarantees provided for our
treaty interests. It must, furthermore, be remembered
that everything calculated to disturb order, which is
scarcely restored as yet, must prejudicially affect the
power of Prance to meet its obligations towards us
within the periods laid down in the treaty, whoever
may be at the head of affairs, and that we must there-
fore desire to avoid every crisis which would lead to a
renewal of civil war. You will please express yourself
in this sense to the French Government, and make it
clear to them beyond all question that in those portions
of the country which we occupy we shall recognise no
alteration in the form, and no change in the principal
holders of power, which does not arise out of the exist-
ing situation in the regular way, and in accordance with
the laws now in force. We are giving evidence of the